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SERMON LXXI. 


By WILLIAM C. WALTON, A.M. 
ALEXANDRIA, D. c. 


ENCOURAGEMENT ONLY TO THE DEVOTED AND OBEDIENT. 


Isatan, 1. 10.—Who is among you that feareth the Lord, that obeyeth the 
voice of his servant, that walketh in darkness and hath no light? Let him 
trust in the name of the Lord and stay upon his God. 


Tne fear of the Lord, is a phrase often used in the Bible to express true 
religion. Accordingly the Divine blessing is pronounced upon every one 
who fears the Lord. It is therefore to be distinguished from'that fear which 
hath torment. It is a filial fear; such asa good child has towards a good 
father, whom he loves, whose favor hé highly prizes, and whose displeasure 
he dreads to incur. 

It is here supposed, that the person who thus fears the Lord and obeys the 
voice of his servant, may, in some sense, walk in darkness and have no light. 
My object is to explain this figurative language, and to show how it was 
intended to be applied. 

Light is emblematic of joy; e. g. “ Light is sown for the righteous and 
gladness for the upright in heart.” It is also an emblem of knowledge ;— 
“ Whatsoever doth make manifest, is light.” Knowledge is to the soul, what 
light is to the eye. When I have light, I see where to walk ; so when I have 
knowledge in regard to my duty, I see what course I ought to pursue. Or 
if I have knowledge in regard to the manner in which Providence will deliver 
me from evils under which I suffer, I have light—I do not walk in darkness, 
with respect to such deliverance. If, on the contrary, | cannot see, nor even 
conjecture, how I am to be delivered from existing or impending evils, | may 
be said to walk in darkness: and in that case, if I fear the Lord and obey 
the voice of his servant, | am encouraged to trust in his name, and to stay 
myself upon Him. But suppose I doubt whether I am a Christian, and as 
such entitled to the inheritance of the saints: if I have no scriptural evidence 
that I possess this character, I may be said to walk in darkness in this respect. 
Now, the question is, to which of these cases was the language of the text 
intended to apply’? I believe the last case stated is the one to which it is 
generally applied : a state of the soul in which there exists no satisfactory 
evidence of the Divine favor ; or, as it is often expressed—in which the light 
of God’s countenance is withdrawn. It is characterized by hardness of heatt, 
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the absence of all comfortable. views and feelings, a consciousness of being 
unfit for xeligious duty, and a reluctance to engage im such duty.’ Sbch, or 
something like it, is the condition of those to whom the text is commonly 
applied ; and if this application be correct, the meaning will be, that a pro- 
fessor of religion who has no satisfactory evidence of the Divine favor ; 
whpse heart is hard; who. has no comfortable views or feelings; who is 
conscious of being unfit for religious duty; and who takes no pleasure or 
interest in the performance oe bert ;~7that such a one has no reason to 
fear, but may rest assured that his Gondition is safe—may trust in the name of 
the Lord and stay upen his Godyconfident that all will end well! Is this 
the doctrine of the text? Who ogp believe it? The difficulty is‘increased 
when we consider that the character here spoken of, not only “ fears the 
Lord’ —i. e. has the very temper of a child of God—but “ obeys his voice.” 
Can this be said of those to whom the text is generally applied? Ac- 
cording to the-above statement, and their own confession, they are living in 
the known neglect of duty; and do pot enjoy the light of God’s countenance. 
Indeed, it is on this very account that they consider the text as applicable to 
themselves. But what is the import of this confession? It will be un- 
derstood, by considering for a moment the meaning of the phrase, the light 
of God’s countenance. What can:that mean, but an expression of the Divine 
approbation? When a father is pleased! with the conduct of his son, appro- 
hation is expressed: in his countenance, If the son behave amiss, he soon 
observes a change in the expression of his father’s countenance towards him ; 
and is generally conscious thet he h wrong. If at anytime he should 
observe such a change, without at once knowing the cause, he will, imme- 
diately suspect himself; and will ask, Whet have I done to offend my father ? 
So, when the children of God: walk im lis fear, and in obedience to his. com- 
raands ; when their supreme object is to please and to glorify him in al] they 
do; while they trust in his abounding mercy through Chirist, they enjoy the 
light of; hia countenance ; i, e. the expression of his favor and approbation. 
This is manifested by his word and by his Spirit. 

1,, His word assures them, that such persons are the objects of his special 
favor, “ The.steps of a.good:man are ordered by the Lord, and He delighteth 
in bis way.’’ Again,“ He that hath my commandments and keepeth them, 
he it is that.loveth me; andihe that loveth me, shall be loved by my Father ; 
and. I, will, love him, and will- manifest myself unto. him.” 

2. His: Spirit produces. in them that state of feeling which is called “ the 
spirit of adoption.’’ The Apostle says, “ We- have received: the spirit ot 
adeption, whereby we cry, “ Abba, Father!” In this expression is included 
the testimony of an enlightened: conscience. “Our rejoicing is. this, the 
testimony of our conscience, that in simplicity and godly sincerity, we have 
had, our conversation in the world.’ Before Enoch was translated, “he had 
this testimony, that he pleased God.” 

If such be the meaning of the phrase in question, it would involve a palpa- 
ble contradiction to apply the text to those from whom, according to their 
owm acknowledgment, the light of God’s countenance is withheld, and, who 
ave consequently walking-indarkness, as to any evidence of the Divine favor. 
The application: of the text to them, would imply that they have the filial 
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spirit'of the children of God, and that théy‘age Walking in unreserved obe- 
dieticé to his commands, when the révérsé i8 the fact, except in some extra- 
ordiniity cases, like that of the poet Cowper. It would further imply, that 
God would have them to understand from thie text, that they are the objects 
of his special favor, that He has no controversy with them for disobedience, 
or neglect of duty, and that they have no cause to-doubt or fear; when, 
according to the true meaning of the phrase just explained, He is frowning 
upon them, expressing his displeasure, and télling them by the darkness which 
rests upon their minds, that soMerHiING "fs ie, and that they ought to 
examine their heart and conduct, and t6 compare both with His word, in 
order to ascertain where the fault lies. This view of the subject is further 
corroborated by the following passages of scripture : “ The Lord is with you, 
while ye be with Him; and if ye seek Him, He will be found of you; but 
if ye forsake Him, He will forsake you.” . God said to Moses respecting 
Israel, “ They will forsake me and break my covenant which I have made 
with them ; then my anger shall be kindled against them, and I will hide my 
face from them.”’ The prophet Isaiah says, “Thou hast hid tly face from 
us, because of our iniquities.” The same truth is expressed almost in the 
same words by the prophet Ezekiel ; “ Because they trespassed agdinst me, 
therefore | hid my face from thém.” These passages, and others which relate 
to this subject, cannot, it appears'to me, be reconciled with the supposition, 
that the text was intended for the relief and encouragement of those from 
whowi thie light of God’s countenance is withdrawn, and who are walking in 
darkness’ as to religious enjoyment and as to any evidence of the Divine 
favor anil’ acceptance. We cantiot, if’ the fate of these and many similar 
declarations, admit, that God’ intended by the text, to convey a meaning like 
this ;—although you fear my name and are obedient to my voice; and , 
although, in my word, I have given you the assurance of my favor, and have 
pronounced you blessed, yet I am now withholding the light of my countenance 
from you, thereby expressing the reverse of what I feel towards you, in order 
to try your faith! therefore trust in my name and stay yourselves upon me, 
for the darkness will soon pass away, and all will end well! It would be 
doing infinite injustice to God to impute such language or such'a meaning to 
Him. No; wlien He frowns, it is an unequivocal declaration of His dis- 
pleasure: it is the signal of alarm; a call to repent, and to do works meet 
for repentance. ‘To persons in this condition there are other texts more ap- 
plicable.—* Behold the Lord’s hand is not shortened that it cannot save, 
neither is his ear heavy that it cannot hear ; but your iniquities have separated 
between you and your God, and your sins have hid his face from you, that 
He will not hear.” Sée also, lviii. chapter of Isaiah—and the prophecy of 
Haggai. 

Whatever, therefore, may be meant in the text by walking in darkness and 
having no light, it cannot mean, that the persons referred to are experiencing 
the tokens of God’s displeasure ; nor does it imply the absence of those gra- 
cious affections which belong to the children of God ; or that they are living 
in the avowéd neglect of duty. We must therefore find another meaning. 

In the preceding chapters, the prophet speaks of the Babylonian captivity, 
and of the oppréssions of the Israelites during that dark périod of their 
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history. He also predicts their deliverance and restoration to their own land, 

and the subversion of the Chaldean empire. Such, however, was the strength, 

and such the resources of that vast empire ; and to such a state of imbecility 

and wretchedness had the Israelites been reduced at the time of the pre- 

diction, that its fulfilment appeared to be impossible, or in the highest degree 

improbable. There was nothing in the aspect of things which could enable 

them to see or even to conjecture, how it should come to pass. Therefore, 

knowing how dark and discouraging the prospects of his people would be in 
this state of captivity, God reminds them of what He had done for their 

ancestors in ages past; how He had delivered them from the bondage of 
Egypt, and evinced his favor towards them by the most extraordinary interpo- 
sitions: He tells them they are still his covenant people, and that He will not 
forsake them ; He gives them this assurance in the tenderest and most forcible 
manuer ;—* Zion said, the Lord hath forsaken me, and my Lord hath forgotten 
me.”’ No! says He, “ Cana woman forget her sucking child, that she should 
not have compassion upon the son of herwomb? Yea, they may forget; yet 
will I not forget thee.’ And lest in their despondency they should doubt his 
ability to accomplish their deliverance, Ele refers them to the works of creation 
and providence as illustrative of his power. “Who hath measured the 
waters in the hollow of his hand, and meted out heaven with the span, and 
comprehended the dust of the earth in a measure, and weighed the mountains 
in scales and the hills in a balance? Behold the nations are as a drop of a 
bucket, and are counted as the small dust of the balance! Behold He taketh 
up the isles as a very little thing! All nations before Him are as nothing, and 
they are counted to Him, less than nothing and vanity! To whom, then, will 
ye liken me, or shall [ be equal? saith the Holy One. Lift up your eyes on 
high, and behold! who hath created these things, that bringeth out their host 
by number: He calleth them all by names, by the greatness of his might, for 
that He is strong in power, not one faileth. Why sayest thou, O Jacob, and 
speakest, O Israel, my way is hid from the Lord, and my judgment is passed 
over from my God? Hast thou not known, hast thou not heard, that the 
Everlasting God, the Lord, the Creator of the ends of the earth, fainteth not, 
neither is weary?’ ‘This expostulation and much more to the same purpose,, 
is intended to dispel the fears and to revive the hopes of his desponding 
people, who had hung their harps upon the willows, and who wept by the 
rivers of Babylon, when they remembered Zion. The text appears to form a 
part of the same general address: “ Who is among you that feareth the Lord, 
that obeyeth the voice of his servant, that walketh in darkness and hath no 
light? Let him trust in the name of the Lord, and stay upon his God.” 
There was a pious remnant of the nation answering to this description. 
They feared the Lord and obeyed his voice under the darkest and most dis- 
couraging circumstances. God had said, I will sift them as wheat is sifted in 
a sieve, yet shall not one grain be lost. And why would He take so much 
care of them? Because they were precious in his sight. He tells them so ; 
and assures them that He loved them with more than a mother’s tenderness 
for her infant child; and moreover that it was his fixed purpose soon to 
appear for their deliverance ; that his Almighty arm, which had divided the 
sea, and broken the power of Egypt, and led his people out from the house of 
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bondage, would awake, and put on strength as in the ancient days, in the 
generations of old; and that they, the redeemed of the Lord, should return 
and come with singing unto Zion ; and He would have them take the comfort 
of it before hand. “I, even I, am He that comforteth you. Who art thou, 
that thou shouldst be afraid of a man that shall die, and of the Son of man 
that shall be made as grass, and forgettest the Lord thy Maker, that hath 
stretched forth the heavens, and laid the foundations of the earth?’ He 
tells them, in effect, that although they had no light as to the manner in which 
He would accomplish their deliverance and restoration, yet they might con- 
fidently trust his power and faithfulness ; for it should be done. 

Such is the obvious meaning of the text. I would now improve the subject 
by stating a few similar cases, to which it might properly be applied. 

1. It might be applied to a case like that of Joseph, while lying under the 
reproach of a crime which he never committed, and which he abhorred. 
This was a great trial to his pure mind. From a situation of high respect 
and unbounded confidence, he was ‘suddenly reduced to that of the basest 
criminal ; stripped of all his honors; covered with infamy ; immured in a 
prison ; and without any earthly prospect of relief, because the circumstances 
of the case were such as to render it impossible for him to prove his innocence. 
But as he feared the Lord and obeyed his voice, he was authorized to trust 
in Him and to stay himself upon the divine faithfulness. The happy result 
is known to such as are famliar with the Bible. His righteousness was brought 
forth as the light, and his judgment as the noon-day. 

2. The situation of David during the life-time of Saul, was such as would 
have justified the application of the text. God had promised that he should 
be king over his people ; and yet he was obliged to fly for his life, and to wander 
among the mountains, and to hide himself in dens and caves of the earth. 
Thus he was walking in darkness as to any prospect of relief, except from a Di- 
Vine interposition. But walking in darknessin this sense, was perfectly consis- 
tent with the most vigorous exercise of gracious affections, and with the fullest 
assurance of Divine favor ; and judging by his psalms composed during this pe- 
riod, we can have no doubt of the spirituality of his mind and of his confidence 
in God. While he feared the Lord and obeyed his voice, he was authorized 
to trust in him for the full accomplishment of his promises ; and doing so, he 
had comfort and protection, and was finally delivered from all his enemies, and 
raised to the throne of Israel. From this result we see, that it was not neces- 
sary for him to use any unlawful means, either for self-preservation, or for the 
attainment of the object which had been promised to him. , It was only neces- 
sary, that he should trust in the Lord and obey his voice. And this is the 
Christian’s duty and privilege in circumstances of the greatest trial. Our 
way may be as dark as that of the Israelites in Babylon ; or as that of Joseph 
when in prison; or as that of David, when “ hunted like a partridge upon the 
mountains.”” Wemay be oppressed, and slandered, and persecuted ; and sub- 
jected to the strongest temptations to neglect our duty, or to resort to some 
sinful compliance, or to some unlawful expedient to obtain relief: nevertheless, 
if we hold fast our integrity and persevere through every discouragement, in 
the faithful performance of duty, confidently believing that God will appear for: 
our deliverance, or make up to us either in time or in eternity, all that we 
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may sacrifice for a good conscience and in obedience to his will, staying our- 
selves up s this belief, as a man in the midst of a storm at sea would cling 
to a roel as his only protection from the violence of the winds and waves, we 
shall jis @ result happier than that which was experienced by the Israelites, 
when they returned with singing unto Zion ; happier than that in the history 
of Jogeph, when his prison was exchanged for a palace ; happier than that 
which rewarded the fidelity and obedience of David, when the Lord gave him 
the throne of Israel. For to us, in such circumstances, is this cheering lan- 
guage addressed :—“ Who is among you that feareth the Lord, and obeyeth 
the voice of his servant ? that walketh in darkness and hath no light? Let 
him trust in the name of the Lord and stay upon his God.’’—Let him rest 
assured, that not one of these trials has been sent without a wise and merciful 
design, and that all shall work together for his good—for the mouth of the 
Lord hath spoken it. 

3. The last case which J shall state as justifying the application of the text, 
is that of the Church at the present day, when looking at the moral condition 
of the world in connexion with the prophecies. The conversion of the world 
is predicted in the Bible with as much certainty as was the restoration of the 
Jews from the Babylonian captivity ; and the obstacles which oppose the ac- 
complishment of this prediction are far greater than those which darkened the 
prospects of the captive Jews. It is true, the church has a thousand engines 
at work for pulling down the strong holds of sin: her Bibles and her Tracts 
are multiplying by millions per apnum; her infant and sabbath schools and 
Bible classes are anticipating the movements of the enemy, and taking a 
vantage-ground, from which he can be more syccessfully attacked hereafter ; 
her periodicals are diffusing information ; hey ministers are becoming more 
numerous, enlightened, and faithful ; and her private members, more active 
and enterprising : and while all these are laboring at home, her missiona- 
ries are reconnoitring the enemy abroad, and often attacking him in the 
front of battle: or to change the metaphor, they are laboring to bring down 
the mountains and to raise the valleys, and thus to prepare the way of the 
Lord and a highway for our God. But while all this is doing, what is it in 
comparison with the work tobe done? The disparity between Jonathan 
and his armor-bearer and the army of the Philistines, was not so great, as 
that which exists between the army of Christ now in the field and the hun- 
dreds of millions which fill the ranks of the enemy. In the view of all who 
disbelieve the promises of God, then, the attempts of a company of children 
to level the Alleghany or the Andes, with such little instruments as they are 
able to wield, would not appear more hopeless, than those which the Christian 
church is now making to convert the world. Therefore, the church may be 
said to be walking in darkness with respect to this event. She does not see 
how the immense obstacles are to be removed. She knows that the means 
she employs are in themselves perfectly inadequate to accomplish the work, 
and that it cannot be accomplished without a Divine interposition greater 
than any ever yet witnessed. She is, therefore, as entirely thrown upon faith, 
in relation to this matter, as the Jews were with regard to their restoration, 
It was written, that after seventy years, when the Lord had accomplished his 
purposes in their affliction. they should be released from their captivity and 
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restored to their own land; and they Were encouraged in the nzean tiiné to 
trust in the Lord and to stay themselves upon his promises, confidently deliev- 
ing that He could and would remove every obstacle. So it ‘ts -wrltteny that 
“* the earth shall be full of the knowlege of the Lord, as the wétérs ob¥er the 
sea ;” that the time will come when it shall be proclaimed im heaven, that 
“ the kingdoms of this world have hecome the kingdoms of our Lord and of 
his Christ ;” when “all kings shall bow down before Him and all nations 
shall serve Him ;”” and when “ in every place incense shall be offered to His 
name and a pure offering.” All this and much more is recorded in the sure 
word of prophecy ; and although we may walk in darkness and have no light 
as to the manner in which these and many other predictions will be fulfill@d; 
yet, while we fear the Lord and obey his voice, we may trust, and stay 6ur- 
selves upon Him, in the assurance that he will as certainly verify thesé pre- 
dictions, as He did those which related to the restoration of Israel from the 
captivity of Babylon. “For ever, O Lord! thy word is seTTiep in heaven.” 
Christians, therefore, may labor for the conversion of the world, with the ut- 
most certainty of success. Let the desponding, then, take down their harps 
from the willows ; let the timid take courage ; let the penurious open their 
hands; let the slothful and inactive gird themselves for the work ; tet thé 
divided armies of Zion’s King take heed to their movements, that none of 
their energies be wasted in contending with one another ; let them see to it, 
that the whole amount of influence which the universal church can command, 
be brought to bear against the kingdom of darkness ; and verily that kingdom 
will fall, like lightning from heaven ; and while it falls, the kipgdom of the 
Redeemer will rise in beauty and grandeur upon its ruins. 

The only additional remark which I shall make, by way of improvement, is, 
that it isa principle which runs through the whole economy of grace, to con- 
nect comfort with the active and faithful performance of duty. . 

This principle, it is believed, has not been generally recognised. Hence 
the perversion of the text ; and hence the low state of religious enjoyment in 
the church. If the practical error which prevails on this subject could ‘be 
rectified, the effect would soon be seen in the improved aspect of all the 
churches, and it would soon be felt to the ends of the earth. One reason 
why Christians have done so little to extend the knowledge and influence of 
the Gospel through the world, is, that they have not inquired as they ough€ to 
have done, into their responsibilities in relation to this matter. Thus they 
have neglected their duty. ‘The consequence hag beén, the absence of that 
religious enjoyment which might have resulted from activity in doing good, 
and from that evidence of their Christian character might have been 
furnished by the very work to which they were calledy. They appear not 
to understand the reason why they are left to walk in darkness. Instead of 
aseribing it to their neglect of duty—or in other words, to their srs, 
—they resolve it into “human imperfection ;”’ “moral necessity ;” “ di- 
vine sovereignty ;’’ an expedienteto “try their faith ;” or to “make them 
humble ;°—any thing, in short, but the true cause. They say “it is the 
commion experience of Christians to walk in darkness sometimes, and we 
cannot expect to be always upon the mount; and thus they satisfy 
themselves, without the present exercise of right feelings towards God or 
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towards their fellow-men, and without a disposition to do their duty; while 
the neglect of this duty not only brings darkness over their own prospects: 
but perpetuates the desolations of Zion, and involves the certain destruction 
millions, of who are dying without that Gospel which Christians are bound to 
send through the world. No wonder that such persons find it difficult to dis- 
cover in their experience and in their conduct the evidence that they are the 
disciples of Christ, and on the way to heaven: and yet they often do wonder, 
why they cannot experience light and comfort as well as others. The reason is 
obvious. They are serving, not God, but themselves; they are devoted to this 
world ; its objects and pursuits engross their thoughts; while they are doing 
little or nothing for that Savior, who labored and died for sinners. It would 


' be ynreasonable, nay, presumptuous, for such persons to expect or to hope that 


God would lift up the light of his countenance upon them. How could He 
thus express his approbation of the state of their hearts, and of the course 
they are pursuing; when both are in direct opposition to His requirements ? 
No! He must continue to frown upon them, and they must continue to walk 
in darkness, until they learn to fear the Lord and obey his voice. Then, and not 
till then, will their light rise out of obscurity, and their darkness become as the 
noon-day. 
, 


SERMON LXXII. 


BY WILLIAM C. WALTON, A.M. 


NECESSARY PREPARATION FOR THE MILLENNIUM. 


Isavan Ixii. 6, 7.— Ye that make mention of the Lord, keep not silence, and 
give Him no rest, till He establish, and till He make Jerusalem a praise in the 
earth. 


»A-Rignt understanding of the purposes of God in relation to his Church, is 
highly. important. It will not only heighten our religious enjoyment, but 


furnish a powerful stimulus to exertion. Without such understanding, we 


have no-certain ground of hope that the cause of Christ will finally triumph : 
and hope is in all cases essential to vigorous action, Let all Christians know 
and feel that it is God’s purpose to establish and to make Jerusalem a praise 
in the earth ; that his omnipotence is pledged for the accomplishment of this 
purpose ; and let them be fully convinced that He designs to accomplish it 
through the instrumentality of his people; and the effect must be a great 
increase of their zeal and activity. ‘The victory will be more than half won, 
The church will immediately assume that character and attitude which will 
ensure her speedy triumph. In the discussion of this subject, then, I shall 
first attempt to show, 

1. Wuat 18 IMPLIED IN ESTABLISHING JERUSALEM, AND MAKING HER A 
PRAISR IN THE EARTH. 

Jerusalem, is a figurative name of the church. It is therefore the church 
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that is to be established and made a praise in the earth. This churchis, also, 
frequently called a kingdom ; being composed of those, who professedly submit 
to the Lord Jesus Christ. Let us then consider the church as the kingdom of 
Christ, and apply the language of the text accordingly. If his kingdom were 
of this world, it is plain, that it could not be universally established, but upon 
the ruins of all human governments. But Christ has declared, that his king- 
dom is not of this character ; and therefore, its establishment will not require 
the subversion of other kingdoms. On the contrary, it will add strength and 
stability to every government whose principles are consistent with the liberty 
and happiness of man. But inasmuch as the conversion of kings and other 
rulers is predicted to take place at that period to which the text refers, we 
may be sure that they will then abstain from the injustice, violence, and 
tyranny, which have so often made them the scourges of human nature ; and 
will lend their personal inflvence to promote holiness and happiness. Even 
then, however, we presume, the departments of church and state will be kept 
entirely distinct. Let statesmen and politicians, therefore, understand, that 
when Christians pray and labor for the establisMment of the church, it is in 
a sense far different from that which excites their jealousies ; it is not with a 
view to acquire political power, or with hostile designs against any particular. 
form of human government. No—the object at which they aim, is a change. 
in the moral character and conduct of men; to be produced through the 
power of truth and love. They aim at the victory of truth over errof; of 
virtue and religion over vice and profligacy ; of the principles of order, bar- 
mony, and love, over those of discord, dissension, and every thing inimical to - 
human happiness. In a word, our hostility is against the kingdom of Satan. 
It is this which standsin the way of Christ’s kingdom. Both, cannot exist 
together ; they are perfect opposites ; as different in their nature, as light 
and darkness, fire and water. Hence we are told, “ for this purpose the Son of 
God was manifested, that He might destroy the works of the devil.” Thig.is 
indispensable to the establishment of His kingdom. He first dipped his own 
garments in blood, and laid down his life in the enterprise: and having thus 


spoiled principalities and powers, and made a show of them openly,” he 


ascended to Heaven, there to make intercession ; and now from his throne,of« 
love he invokes his disciples to co-operate with him: * Ye that make.mention~ . 
of the Lord, keep not silence, and give him no rest, till He establish, and Ail. 
He make Jerusalem a praise in the earth.” CHEN) 

If you survey the map of the moral world, you must see, that the kingdom 
of Christ, among men, now bears but a small proportion to the kingdom of 
Satan. In this state of things, the kingdom of Christ éannot, with any pro- 
priety, be said to be established. On the contrary, its standing is extremely 
precarious in the opinion of those who cannot see the walls and bulwarks by 
which it is defended. ‘To such it must appear, that this kingdom might be 
annihilated with as much ease as one of the smallest states in Europe might be 
crushed, by a combination of all the other powers against it; or as a single 
vessel could be destroyed, if surrounded by an immense fleet. 

The establishment of Christ’s kingdom implies its pervading influence 
among all ranks of men, in all lands: it implies the destruction of idolatry 
and of infidelity ; the extermination of heresy; the conversion of the heathen, 
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of the Mahomedans, of the-Jews, and of the multitudes of merely nominal 
Christians ; in a word, it implies the universal knowledge and reception of the 
truth, and a universal submission to the authority of Christ. 

When all this takes place ; when the millions of Europe and of Asia shall 
renounce their idolatry and their various forms of false religion, and embrace 
the holy precepts of the gospel ; when Ethiopia shall stretch out her hands 
unto God ; when the isles shall all receive his law ; when every family in our 
vast continent shall be blest with the Bible, and with a disposition to make the 
right use of it; and when the whole church thus enlarged shall cease vain 
wrangling, and love as brethren; then may Jerusalem be said to be esta- 
blished ; and then, too, will she be a praise in all the earth. There will be 
nothing like her for beauty, and grandeur, and glory under the whole heavens. 

2. | NOW PROCEED To SHOW, THAT IT I8 SHE PURPOSE oF Gop TO ACCOM- 
PLISH ALL THIS FOR HIS CHURCH. 

He has said that Christ must reign until He has put ail enemies under his 
feet ; that He shall have dominion from sea to sea and from the river to the 
ends of the earth. YeajMall kings shall bow down before Him and all 
nations shall serve Him. From the rising of the sun unto the going down of 
the same, my name shall be great among the Gentiles, and in every place 
incense shall be offered unto my name and a pure offering. The same is pre- 
dicted by the prophet Daniel. After speaking of the rise and fall of other 
kingdoms in succession, until he came to the Roman Empire, he says, In the 
days of these kings shall the God of Heaven set up a kingdom which shall 


‘ stand forever. The commencement of this kingdom he thus describes: I 


saw—and behold one like the Son of Man, came with the clouds of heaven, 
and came to the Ancient of days, and they brought him near before him. And 
there was given him dominion, and glory and a kingdom, that all people, 
nations and languages should serve him. His dominion is an everlasting do- 
minion, which shall not pass away, and his kingdom that which shall not be 
destroyed. After predicting im these general terms the kingdom of the 
Messiab, he goes on to speak of other kingdoms which would arise, and espe- 
cially of one distinguished from the rest by striking peculiarities, and which 
would continue for a limited time, at the end of which it would be utterly de- 


- stroyed. Then, i. e. subsequent to thedestruction of this kingdom, a glorious 


stene opens before the eye of the prophet, which corresponds with all we 
have stated as being implied in the universal establishment of the kingdom of 
Christ, This vision therefore claims particular attention, as being immediately 
connected with our subject. The four great Empires which stand most con- 
spicuously on the page of ancient history, were exhibited to the prophet under 
the emblem of four great beasts,--the first of which was devoured by the 
second, the second by the third, and the third by the fourth. Being solicitous 
to know something further respecting the fourth beast, which was diverse 
from all the rest, his heavenly interpreter proceeded to give him the 
desired information. The fourth beast, said he, shall be the fourth kingdom 
upon earth, which shall be diverse from all kingdoms, and shall devour the 
whole earth, and shall tread it down and break it in pieces. And the ten 
horns out of this kingdom are ten kings that shall arise ; and another shall 
arise after them; and he shall be diverse from the first. and he shall subdue 














he 


en 
all 
ne 








1889. | WALTON'S SERMON. 295 


three kings. This fourth kingdom was unquestionably the Roman Empire, 
for the prophet was expressly informed that the first was the Babylonian, the 
second the Medo-Persian, the third the Grecian; and we know the Roman 
Empire followed next, and devoured the whole earth, and trod it down and 
broke it in pieces ; i. e. it subdued all other kingdoms, so that Rome was 
proudly called “the mistress of the world,”’ So far, there can be no mis- 
take, It is equally certain that as the Roman Empire declined and fell, ten 
kingdoms arose out of it. Another fact which authentic history records, is, 
that when the Roman Pontiff assumed temporal power, his dominions em- 
braced three of these kingdoms. The conclusion from this fact is obvious, 
and cannot be evaded. It is, that ali which the prophet says respecting this sin- 
gular power, that should subdue three kings and possess their dominions, is 
to be applied to the pope of Rome ; or to that kingdom of which he is the 
head. And what does the prophet say of him ?—He shall speak great words 
against the Most High. This is explained by the apostle Paul, when speak- 
ing of the same personage; whom he calls the of sin and son of per- 
dition ; who opposeth and exalteth himself abo all that is called God or 
that is worshipped ; so that he as God sitteth in the temple of God, showing 
himself that he is God. The lofty and blasphemous pretensions of the Pope 
fully correspond with this prediction ; and no ather character recorded ip 
history will correspond with it.—Moreover, “he shall make war with the 
saints of the Most High, and wear them out.” The unremitted persecution of 
all within the reach of his power, who dared to think and act for themselves 
in matters of religion ; a persecution extending through centuries,-in which 
more than fifty millions of human beings, have been sacrificed ; this is the ap- 
palling fact, whi¢h corresponds to the above prediction. ‘Thus have thesaints 
of the Most High beep worn out ;—and the terrible process is going on still, 
though less extensively, and with less publicity ; for the Inquisition is to this 
day in full operation in Spain; and a similar power is employed for similar 
purposes, in other places, though without the name. But let the heavens be 
glad and let the earth rejoice, that this kingdom is now waning, and is soon 
to ead. The prophet was informed that it would exist only for a time, times, 
and the dividing of time ; i. e. for three and a half prophetical years, which, 
as this expression is explained in the Apocalypse, amount to 1260 years. 
Learned men have fixed upon several different periods, for the commencement, 
of this power, or of the reign of antichrist, as it is also called. My object, 
however, does not require any minute calculations. Take any one of the 
periods fixed upon, and_add to it 1260 years, and you will get a result 
which would not reach far beyond the period of time to which we have 
now arrived. And when that time shall come, the glorious change will 
take place for which we are required in the text to pray: for Daniel says, I 
beheld, and the same horn, or power, made war with the saints and prevailed 
against them ; untid the Ancient of days came, and judgment was given to the 
saints of the Most High, and the time came that the saints possessed the 
kingdom. Again—he says, the saipts shall be given into his hands, until 
a time, and times, and the dividing of time. But the judgment shall set, and 
they shall take away his dominion, to consume and destroy it unto the end. 
And the kingdom and dontinion, and the greatness of the kingdom under the 
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whole heaven, shall be given to the people of the saints of the Most High ; 
whose kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, and all dominions shall serve and 
obey Him. 

The apostle Paul says, the Lord shall consume this wicked one with the 
breath of his mouth, and shall destroy him with the brightness of his coming. 
And the apostle John represents the destruction of the same power, 
as being sudden and terrible, beyond all human description: (Rev. xviii.) 
But before this awful catastrophe, a voice is heard from Heaven, saying, 
Come out of her, my people, that ye be not partakers of her sins, and that ye 
receive not of her plagues ; for her sins have reached unto Heaven, and God 
hath remembered her iniquities. ‘These tremendous judgments, inflicted upon 
the power which has so long corrupted the church of God, and wasted the 
saints, will make way for the universal diffusion of the Gospel. This is pre- 
dicted in the two next chapters ; (xix and xx.) And while great Babylon 
comes in remembrance before God, to receive the cup of the wine of the 
fierceness of his wrath, the false prophet is not forgotten. Both are to be 
cast into the lake burningdith fire and brimstone. That is, the Mahomedan 
power in the East, will be destroyed as well as the papal power in the West ; 
and the two events, it would seem, are to be cotemporaneous ; or the one 
speedily to follow the other. Moreover,—according to Zechariah xiv. 4, the 
destruction of the Mahomedan power, represented by the cleaving asunder of 
a mountain, will be immediately followed by the return of the Jews to Pales- 
tine, (v. 5), and their conversion to Christianity ; (v. 9, compared with Ezek. 
xxxvi. 24—28). And when the Jews shall be brought in, we know the 
fulness of the Gentiles will be gathered also. And there appears to be a 
high degree of probability, that the Jews, when converted, will be made 
instruments of blessing the: world. Their history alone, in connexion with 
the prophecies respecting them, will be equivalent to a thousand miracles 
in proof of the divine inspiration of the Bible. Infidelity will thus be 
silenced. And, besides, having been so widely dispersed, and having a 
knowledge of the languages and customs of all nations, among whom they 
have been scattered, the Jews will be eminently qualified to become mis- 
sionaries at once: and thus, perhaps, will that prophecy ip Zech. xiv. 8, be 
remarkably fulfilled: And it shall be in that day that living waters shall go 
out of Jerusalem. May not these living waters mean the blessings of the 
gospel, which will be carried to all nations by the Jews after their conver- 
sion? Whether this opinion be correct or not, the next verse describes a 
state of things which we might reasonably suppose would be the result of 
such a movement :—And it shall be in that day that living waters shall go 
out of Jerusalem :—and the Lord shall be king over all the earth. In that 
day shall there be one Lord and his Name one. This can mean nothing less 
than the universal prevalence of one religion ; or the universal establishment 
of the kingdom of Christ. He is to be Kine over all the earth; for all kings 
shall bow down before Him, and all nations shall serve Him. If this is not 
predicted, then nothing can be certainly gathered from the language of pro- 
phecy. It is, therefore, the purpose of God to establish Jerusalem and to 
make her a praise in the earth. 
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3. IN ACCOMPLISHING THIs woRK, GoD WILL EMPLOY HUMAN AGENCY. 

The command to evangelize the nations was given, not to angels, but to 
men. Go ye, and preach the gospel to every creature.—Go ye, and teach 
all nations. Again, the Savior says to his disciples, Ye are the light of the 
world.—Ye are the salt of the earth: i.e. you are to be the instruments of 
enlightening, and purifying, and saving the world. But, in order to answer 
this description, and to execute this high commission, Christians must be a 
peculiar people ; they must have a distinct character ; a character as distinct 
from that of the world, as light is from darkness. If a lighted candle 
did not produce an effect essentially different from darkness, it would 
not answer the purpose for which it is intended. Darkness would never 
enlighten itself. Before a wise man makes use of an instrument, he will 
see that it is fitted for the purpose which he intends to accomplish by it. 
And God has revealed it as his purpose, to fit his church for the great work 
which He intends to accomplish by her instrunientality. Accordingly we 
find in the prophecy of Daniel, that after the tuary or the church has 
been polluted and trodden under foot, i. e. in a at of comparative corrup- 
tion and depression, for 2300 prophetical days, it is to be purified: Then 
shall the sanctuary be cleansed ; (Dan. viii. 13, 14.) And this must be ante- 
cedent to the time referred to in the propbecy already considered, when the 
saints of the Most High shall take the kingdom and possess it for ever and 
ever. THE CHURCH THEN IS TO BE PURIFIED, BEFOKE SHE WILL BE THUS 
EXALTED. ‘This conclusion from the prophecy of Daniel, accords with the 
still clearer prediction of Isaiah. The sixtieth chapter of his prophecy con- 
tains the most striking representation of that state of the church to which the 
text refers, that is to be found in the Bible. It commences thus: Arise, 
shine! for thy light is come, and the glory of the Lord is risen upon thee. 
For behold, darkness shall cover the earth, and gross darkness the people, 
but the Lord shall arise upon thee, and his glory shall be seen upon thee. 
This is doubtless before the millennium ; because the inhabitants of the earth 
are represented as being covered with gross darkness, excepting the church ; 
which becomes so luminous, as to be an object of admiration and wonder to 
the nations : an event which was typified by the light shining upon Israel in the 
land of Goshen, while all the land of Egypt around was covered with darkness. 
The difference between the church and the world must then be very great, 
and the errect will be correspondent. “The Gentiles shall come to thy 
light, and kings to the brightness of thy rising.” But a vast change must 
take place in the character of the church before the glory of the Lord can 
be seen upon her, as here predicted. The glory of the natura] sun is seen 
upon an object, when that object reflects the light of the sun. It must be 
the same kind of light which it receives, although its intensity and brilliancy 
may be in a measure abated. So the church must reflect God’s moral image, 
in order that his glory may be seen upon her. But how is this to be done ? 
The explanation is easy. The Lord Jesus is the brightness of the Father's 
glory, and the express image of his person: or, according to Professor 
Stuart, the radiunce of his glory, and the exact image of his substance. 
He is also spoken of as the Sun of righteousness: Unto you that fear my 
name shall the Sun of righteousness arise. This promise is fulfilled ; the Sun 
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of righteousness is now shining ; afd every oné upon whom his light shines is 

required to reflect that light, clearly atid distinctly ; or, in the language of 

the apostle, we dre required to be conformed to the image of the Son of 

God; to have the same mind, and to follow his steps. Every advance, 

therefore, which the church makes in holinéss, or in conformity to the image 

of Christ, is an approximation towards that character which she must attain, 

to be fitted for the great work to which she is called; or, in other words, 

it is 4n approximation towards that state of things, which must precede 

and prepare the way for the millennium. Every genuine revival of religion 

tends to this result ; every victory which truth gains over error has the same 
tendeney. ‘This then is the point to which the minds of al} Christians ought 
to be turned ; and on which they who make mention of the Lord ought not 
to keep silerice: for if this be not gained, nothing will be gained. The 
church will not be established, and made a praise in the earth, until fitted 
for this distinguished honor. The work of converting the world must, 
according to the revealed&purpose of God, be done by her; and yet it will 

not be done, until she fitted for the work. This fitness then, is the 

first grand object to be attained. Let all Christians and ministers con- 
sider this; and let them pray, and preach, and labor, with this object dis- 
tinetly im view ; and never imagine that the distribution of Bibles and tracts, 
the multiplication of ministers, the extension of the sabbath and infant school 
systems, or any other means will avail, while the church remains darkened 
by error, and deformed by sin. On the contrary, let genuine revivals of reli- 
gidn be extended, until the spirit of the Gospel shall pervade the whole 
church: let truth gain its victories over error, until all professed believers 
shall be sanctified through the truth, and conformed to the image of the divine 
Savior ; and then the glory of God will be so seen upon the church, that the 
happy ¢éftects here predicted will follow :—The Gentiles shall come to thy 
light, and kings to the brightness of thy rising. Lift up thine eyes round 
about'and see ; all they gather themselves together ; they come unto thee ; thy 
sons shall come from far, and thy daughters shall be nursed at thy side. —The 
abundance of the sea shall be converted unto thee ; the forces of the Gentiles 
shall come unto thee.—Surely the isles shall wait for me; and the ships of 
‘Tarshish first, to bring thy sons from far, their silver and their gold with 
them, unto the name of the Lord thy God, and to the Holy One of Israel, 
for He hath glorified thee. And the sons of strangers sliall build up thy walls, 
and kings shall minister unto thee.—The glory of Lebanon shall ‘come utito 
thee, the fir-tree, the pine-tree, and the box together, to beautify the place of 
my sanctuary ; and I will make the place of my feet glorious. The sons 
also of them that afflicted thee shall come bending’ unto thee; and all they 
that despised thee shall bow themselves down at’ the soles of thy feet; and 
they shall call thee the City of the Lord; the Zion of the Holy One of Israel. 
Whereas thou hast been forsaken and hated, so that no man werit’ through 
thee, I will make thee an eternal excellency, a joy of many génerations. I 
will also make thine officers’ peace, and‘ thine exactors righteousness. Vio- 
lerice shall no more be heard ia thee; wasting nor destriiction within thy 
borders ; but thou stialt call thy walls salvation, and thy‘ gites praise. The 
sun shall he no more thy light by day: neither for blighthess shall the moon 
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give light unto thee ; but the Lord shall be unto thee an everlasting light, and 
thy God, thy glory. Thy sun shall no mote go down; neither shall thy moon 
withdraw itself; for the Lord shall be thine everlasting light, and the days of 
thy mourning shall be ended. 

The language of the text is addressed to Christians. Ye that make men- 
tion of the Lord—or ye who are his “ remembrancers”’—who, to speak after 
the manner of men, are allowed to remind him of bis promises ;— Ye are to 
give him no rest, till He establish, and till He make Jerusalem a praise in the 
earth. No intelligent and consistent Christian will say, that because this is 
the work of God, He does not need our co-operation ; and because the event 
is here certainly predicted, and will assuredly take place, therefore, we need not 
urge the matter in prayer, or be very solicitous about it. No; this is the lan- 
guage of infidelity. But the text, as we have seen, isaddressed to Christians ; 
to praying Christians: and all such will regard the promises of God, as. con- 
stituting the strongest encouragement to prayer and to exertion. And if time 
would admit, it might be shown that such a solicitude for the interests of truth 
and righteousness, as is here enjoined, is absolutely éSsential to Christian charac- 
ter. Without it, we are not conformed to the image of the Son of God ; whose 
zeal was like a consuming fire to his physical frame. (John ii. 17.) Without 
it, the church will never exhibit that light and glory of the Lord, which 
shall give her power over the nations. If I have made this truth sufficiently 
clear, real Chyistians will feel’ its animating influence, and will henceforth 
act accordingly ; while those who have not the spirit of Christ, who have no 
real: concern for his cause on earth, will continue to slumber and disregard 
the voice of God, and the voice of his Church, and the agonies of a dying 
world. Sueh professors of religion have much cause to tremble while they 
hear others importunately praying that the Lord would establish Jerusalem 
and make her a praise in the earth; for how can this prayer be answered, 
while the church is full of hypocrites, or of lazy, inefficient, worldly-minded 
members? Persons of this description, so far from reflecting the glory of the 
Lord, are dishonoring his name and his religion; and counteracting what is 
done for the conversion of the world. So far from shining in the lustre of 
truth and holiness, they are “ spots in your feasts of charity—clouds they are 
without water ;”°—and must I add; “ to whom is reserved the blackness of 
darkness for ever?’ While they continue in the visible church in suffieient 
numbers to influence in any considerable degree the character of the church, 
there will be no light for the Gentiles to see ; no brightness to attract the 
admiration of kings, or of meaner men. Such persons must therefore be 
converted or put out of the way, before the Lord can answer the prayers of 
Christians in establishing Jerusalem. ‘Their conduct and influence tend not 
to establish, but to unsettle the foundations of the Christian Church, to weaken 
her energies, and to tie up her hands, when she would attempt any thing for 
the conversion of the world. If, therefore, the work of God is to go on; if 
his purposes are to be accomplished, according to the plan which He has re- 
vealed ; all this class of persons, whether officers in the church, or private 
members, must be converted or put out of the way. But many, we have rea- 
son to fear, will not be converted. They are far more stubborn and obstinate 
in error and in sin, thanthe heathen themselves. The inevitable consequence, 
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therfore, must be, their destruction. This event is accordingly predicted. 
The nation and kingdom that will not serve thee shall perish ; yea, those na- 
tions shall be utterly wasted. (Isaiah Ix. 12.) Nations are composed of in- 
dividuals. This language, therefore, means that all who will not be 
subservient to the interests of Zion, who will not be on the Lord’s side, and 
co-operate with him in destroying the works of the devil, and in establishing 
Jerusalem, shall be utterly wasted and destroyed—whether they be found in 
or out of the church. 

Before the Savior came, God declared that He would shake all nations. 
He did so ; and then, the desire of all nations came. Similar, and perhaps 
still greater convulsions will prepare the way for the predicted triumphs of 
the Gospel. Not only the nations, but the churches of Christendom will 
be shaken. God will do with them as he did with the Jewish church. 
He will sift them, as wheat is sifted in a sieve. The process will be terrible 
—but not one grain shall be lost. The Lord knoweth them that are his; and 
when he has separated them from the wicked, and purified and fitted them for 
his use, He will honor them according to his word—Hle will make them an 
eternal excellency, the joy of the whole earth. 

If these things be so, it behooves all ministers and all private Christians to 
set about this preparatory work. ‘They, who neglect to do so, will not escape 
because they belong to Christian churches. No ; the time is at hand, when all 
professing believers must arise and shine, and reflect the glory of the Lord, or 
be involved in one common ruin with his enemies. The accomplishment of 
the Divine purposes, clearly revealed, absolutely requires one or the other of 
these alternatives. But, my brethren, why should any of you render it neces- 
sary that God should deal with you, as with the refractory nations and kings, 
who set themselves against the Lord and against his Anointed? 0, why, in- 
stead of turning many to righteousness, and shining as the sun in his strength, 
should you be broken with a rod of iron, or be dashed in pieces like a potter's 
vessel? Such, however, must be the fate of multitudes in Christendom, with- 
out a speedy change in their character and conduct. For God must vindicate 
the honor of his great Name, which has been subjected to reproach and blas- 
phemy by their errors and unholy practices. He must go on to establish 
Jerusalem, and to make her a praise in the earth, although as He advances, 
his chariot wheels may crush thousands and ten thousands, who will not get 
out of the way. But happy, thrice happy shall we be, if, instead of -hinder- 
ing, we now come to the help of the Lord, and do his work faithfully, in the 
true spirit of the text. When the Lord shall establish Jerusalem, and make 
her a praise in the earth, her triumphs will be our triumphs; her glory will be 
our glory ;—while those who act a different part, will sink, condemned of God 
and of all holy beings; and at the day of final retribution, will rise only ta 
shame and everlasting contempt. 
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